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from their offices and contented themselves with laying a formal
complaint before the Supreme Court.
The action of the Socialist chiefs is intelligible, but it does
them no credit. For the first time the regime had come into the
open with a piece of high-handed unconstitutionalisrn which could
not be justified and was, in fact, subsequently condemned by the
Supreme Court in a judgment which, as a masterpiece of embar-
rassed legalism, deserves study by every student. It amounts to
the remarkable statement that, while it was constitutional for the
Central government to appoint a commissioner for Prussia, the
Prussian government was not, as a result of that act, deposed from
its functions. That was equivalent to saying that the ministers
had a legal right to resist deposition. But there were higher issues
at stake than merely legal ones. On the face of it the action of
the cabinet should at least have been fought to the utmost limits
of passive resistance. By refusing to fight at all, the whole demo-
cratic cause suffered irreparable injury, the power of the Socialist
party to resist what hardly any rank and file party member failed
to see was coming was fatally crippled, the leadership of the
working class was by inference surrendered to the Communists,
and the whole constitutional opposition to the Papen regime
rendered meaningless. When Papen sought to justify his action
to a meeting of representatives of the "federal" states hastily
summoned for that purpose, he found an exceedingly hostile
audience which listened with unconcealed scepticism to his plea
that his action was justified by the exceptional circumstances and
that it was not to be taken as indicative of a government policy of
centralization and violation of state rights. But what could even
the fierier states do in face of the complete surrender of the
Prussian government? Was it for Bavaria, who had shown herself
so ready to defend her own rights, to be more Prussian than
Prussia, when she herself was still unmenaced and covered by a
solemn assurance that she would not be menaced?
The truth was that the Socialist leadership knew only too well
that they had not organized the means of resistance, that long
before they were ready the government could, if it would, act.
The trade-union leaders, ignoring the spirit of the rank and file.

